SO0 Woods Won't Face More Than Careless Driving Ticket, Lawyers Say - Bloomberg.com
| | | + ([SYhttp://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601079&sid=apBnDngzlUs4 (.‘.'r] (Qr |

Woods Won't Face More Than Car... -+

B I O 0 m b e rg CO m » BloombergAnywhere »BloombergProfessional » AboutBloomberg
L ]

Updated: New York, Dec 01 15:15 London, Dec 01 20:15 Tokyo, Dec 02 05:15

¥ SYMBEOL LOOKUP I LiveTV ¢y LiveRadio [J] Mobile %= Podcasts

Explore the Fa“a_ mera 1960 1570 1980 1990 2000 |2010
and the 60~ years behind it. ‘
¥ CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE FULL HISTORY

EHOME ENEWS HMARKET DATA EHPERSONAL FINANCE ETV and RADIO

Bloomberg Innovators Technology Currencles Forex Trading Videos

STORY VIDED
Exclusive

Waorldwide Woods Won't Face More Than Careless Driving Ticket,

Regions Lawyers Say “a
Markets

Industries Share [} | Email | Print | A A A
Economy
Politics
Law Dec. 1 (Bloomberg} -- Champion golfer Tiger Woods will at most get a ticket and a
Environment fine for “careless driving” after crashing his Cadillac sport-utility vehicle outside his

Science Florida home, former prosecutors said.
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Spend Woods, 33, said in a statement on his Web site that the circumstances | 2000 B
Sports surrounding the Nov. 27 accident are a private matter. He declined on Nov. 29 for Panamera Eoes on sake. The Panamera (s a
the third time to meet with investigators of the incident in which his vehicle struck the first, true sports car for four -

, a fire hydrant and a tree as he left his Windermere home at 2:20 a.m. e e i
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Arts and Culture “At most, it would be perhaps a careless-driving case,” said Richard Kibbey, a More News
Editors' Video Picks former Florida prosecutor now in private practice in the town of Stuart. "That's
LGN RO BT civil, not criminal.” + Florida 5tate’'s Bobby Bowden Retires
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Sp-zcial Report Kibbey, who represents drivers in criminal traffic cases, said the accident by itself, Aftar 34 Seasons, 2nd Most Victories

barring any additional information, doesn’t rise to the more serious level of reckless .
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O Bloomberg TV Woods's wife, Elin, told officers she heard the crash, ran from the house and used a

Bloomberg Radio golf club to smash the car’s window to get her husband out, police said. Woods was

O . : .
O Bloomberg Podcasts released from a local hospital after being treated for facial cuts.
O

Bloomberg Press Troopers from the Florida Highway Patrol went to Woods's residence to conduct an
interview and were told by attorney Mark Nejame that the golfer was unavailable.
Investigators had twice previously failed in their efforts to meet with him. The
probe is ongoing, police spokeswoman Kim Montes said in an e-mail.

"It could be careless driving and he pays a fine and it goes away,” Michael
Weinstein, a former state prosecutor now in private practice in Fort Lauderdale,
said in a phone interview.

Mo. 1 Golfer

A 14-time major champion who's topped golf's Official World Ranking since 2005,
Woods didn’t explain in his statement how the accident occurred or why he was
leaving his house. Police have said alcohol wasn't involved and that they have no
information on any domestic issue related to the crash.

Kibbey said that, unlike careless driving, the more serious offense of reckless driving
under Florida law reguires the act be "willful and wanton, where people are
generally in a setting where they know the risks of their driving and they make a
conscious decision to take the risk.”

That the incident happened in a private gated community where Woods lives may
affect the case, the lawyer said. While traffic laws are "generally” enforced by the
police only on public streets, Kibbey said there can be exceptions.

‘Private Property’

*It’s all private property,” he said of Woods’s community. "He's a member of the
property owners’ association, I assume, that owns and controls the fire hydrant.”

Other lawyers said the police retain jurisdiction over traffic inside private
communities.,

“We've done away with the distinction between private property and public
property,” said Richard Rosenbaum, a criminal-defense lawyer in Fort Lauderdale.

Rosenbaum, a partner with Arnstein & Lehr LLP who has represented former Major
League Baseball player Jose Canseco, said he agreed with Nejame’s decision not
to let police interview VWoods.

*I would never let my client speak,” Rosenbaum said. *I wouldnt let my client
come out now and say 'l was swerving to miss a squirrel’ and it turns out there are
no sguirrels in that area.”

Weinstein, who handled cases involving driving under the influence of alcohol while
serving as a prosecutor in Broward County, said he thought it was odd the police
already ruled it out as a possible consideration.

‘How Do You Know?'

*If you didn’t do a test, how do you know?" he said, adding that police now would
have to "find out by issuing a subpoena to the hospital to get his medical records.”

Under Florida law, the subject of such a subpoena would have 10 days to object,
Rosenbaum said. Prosecutors would have to show a judge they “have something
good” to justify a subpoena, he said.

*It can’t be a fishing expedition,” the attorney said. Similarly, to search Woods's
house, police would have to persuade a judge that evidence of a crime would be
found there.

*Unless there’'s something much more than any media source has reported, I think
a judge would say, 'I'm not putting my name on that,”™ Kibbey said.

To contact the reporter on this story: Thom Weidlich in New York at
tweidlich@bloomberg.net.
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