
 
Florida Bar certifies 181 attorneys as specialists  
The Board of Legal Specialization & Education in 2010 certified 181 Florida Bar members as 
specialists in 21 areas of law, an increase of 15 percent over the number who earned 
certification in 2009. 
 
Certified attorneys 
are the only Florida 
lawyers allowed to 
identify themselves 
as specialists or 
experts or to use 
the letters “B.C.S.” 
to indicate board 
certified specialist. 
Florida now offers 
24 specialty areas 
of practice for 
which board 
certification is 
available, the 
greatest number of 
state-approved 
certification areas 
of any state. 
 
“Board certification 
by The Florida Bar 
demonstrates that 
lawyer’s high level of skill, excellence, and a commitment to professionalism,” said Florida 
Bar President Mayanne Downs. “Every new certification enhances our profession, and gives 
the public a meaningful way to evaluate lawyers.” 
 
Board certification evaluates attorneys’ special knowledge, skills, and proficiency in various 
areas of law and professionalism and ethics in practice. Certification is the highest level of 
evaluation by The Florida Bar of the competency and experience of attorneys in areas of law 
approved for certification by the Supreme Court of Florida.  
 
A lawyer who is a member in good standing of The Florida Bar and who meets the standards 
prescribed by the state’s Supreme Court may become board certified in one or more of the 
24 certification fields. Approximately 4,400 of Florida’s 88,000 lawyers are board certified. 
 
“We believe that certification numbers are up because lawyers are placing increased value 
on the benefits of marketing their ‘specialist’ or ‘expert’ statuses,” said BLSE Chair Richard 
R. McCrea, Jr., of Tampa. “The professionalism and peer review components of board 



certification provide the public with objective standards by which to evaluate attorneys, and 
it appears that Florida lawyers are finding that evaluation more relevant to their practices.” 
 
Updated Logos Available On Website: The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office has issued 
trademark approval for the board certification program logo. Updated versions of the logo 
that include the ® trademark symbol are available in JPEG, PDF, and EPS formats for 
download at FloridaBar.org/certification. 
 
Use of “B.C.S” for Certified Lawyers: Among numerous Florida Bar rule changes 
addressed in a Florida Supreme Court Nov. 19, 2009, opinion is a rule that allows board 
certified lawyers to use the letters “B.C.S.” for board certified specialist. The rule, which 
became effective February 1, states: “A member having received a certificate in an area 
may list the area on the member’s letterhead, business cards, and office door, in the yellow 
pages of the telephone directory, in approved law lists, and by such other means permitted 
by the Rules of Professional Conduct. The listing may be made by stating one or more of the 
following: ‘Board Certified (area of certification) Lawyer;’ or ‘Specialist in (area of 
certification);’ or use of initials B.C.S. to indicate Board Certified Specialist. If the initials 
B.C.S. are used, the area(s) in which the member is board certified must be identified; if 
used in court documents or a non-advertising context, the initials may stand alone.” 
 

 
Admiralty & Maritime Law  
Kris Elliott, Gulf Breeze  
 
Michael C. Black, Miami 
 
Tonya J. Meister, Miami 
 
Richard Dennis Rusak, Miami 
 

 
Appellate Practice  
Laura Keats Wendell, Coral Gables 
 
Daniel Lawrence Wallach, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Alina Alonso, Miami 
 
Cristina Alonso, Miami 
 
Elliot B. Kula, Miami 
 
Michael Ross D’Lugo, Orlando 
 
Rosemary Hanna Hayes, Orlando 
 
Lamar D. Oxford, Orlando 
 
Judge Edward Thomas Bauer, Tallahassee  
 
Tracy Lee Cooper, Tallahassee 
 

 



Aviation Law 
Ricardo Manoel Martínez-Cid, Miami 
 

 
Business Litigation 
K.C. Bouchillon, Bartow 
 
Aaron Andrew Haak, Ft. Myers 
 
John C. Clough, Naples 
 
David Eric Cannella, Orlando 
 
Steven J. Gard, Ponte Vedra Beach 
 
Daniel J. DeLeo, Sarasota 
 
Martin Garcia, Sarasota 
 
John W. Madden, Stuart 
 
Shelly J. Stirrat, Stuart 
 
Casey Walker, Vero Beach 
 
C. Wade Bowden, West Palm Beach 
 

 
City, County and Local Government Law 
Philip N. Sherwin, Bartow 
 
Scott Ellis Rudacille, Bradenton 
 
Terrill C. Pyburn, Delray Beach 
 
Clay C. Brooker, Naples 
 
Karen Z. Consalo, Orlando 
 
Jeannine Smith Williams, St. Petersburg 
 
Danielle R. Green, Tampa 
 
Gayle A. Owens, Winter Park 
 

 
Civil Trial 
Nicholas P. Evangelo, Altamonte Springs 
 
Steven H. Meyer, Boca Raton 
 
John B. Patterson, Boca Raton 
 
David S. Becker, Bradenton 
 



Michael B. Feiler, Coral Gables 
 
John Cottle, Ft. Walton Beach 
 
Blane McCarthy, Jacksonville 
 
Timothy S. Moran, Jacksonville 
 
Angelo M. Patacca, Jr., Jacksonville 
 
Michael S. Sharrit, Jacksonville 
 
Keith R. Taylor, Lecanto 
 
Mark Alexander Sessums, Lakeland 
 
Manuel L. Dobrinsky, Miami 
 
John W. Gautier, Miami 
 
John Davis Hoffman, Miami 
 
James Edward Leano, Miami 
 
Sagi Shaked, Miami 
 
Andrew M. Westhafer, Miami 
 
David W. Grossman, North Miami 
 
Timothy Michael O’Brien, Pensacola 
 
Michael Patrick Murphy, Sarasota 
 
Robert Lewis Blank, Tampa 
 
Nadine S. Diaz, Tampa 
 
Scott Distasio, Tampa 
 
Christine Ann Donoghue, Tampa 
 
Stephanie Weber Ritt, Tampa 
 
Matthew Edward Haynes, West Palm Beach 
 
Rodney Janis, West Palm Beach 
 
Jason D. Weisser, West Palm Beach 
 
Sherri L. Scarborough, Winter Haven 
 

 
Construction Law 
Jason Hunter Korn, Bonita Springs 
 
Scott D. Rembold, Coral Gables 



 
Blaik P. Ross, Coral Gables 
 
Michele C. Ammendola, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Caryl Sandler Shuham, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
William H. Strop, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Kristin M. Davis, Gainesville 
 
Barry Barnett Ansbacher, Jacksonville 
 
Bryan Robert Rendzio, Jacksonville 
 
Charles R. Walker, Jr., Jacksonville 
 
Brent Taylor Zimmerman, Jacksonville 
 
Gregory S. Martin, Maitland 
 
Jason Daniel Salvin, Miami 
 
Gary M. Stein, Miami 
 
Michael E. Utley, Miami 
 
J. Keith Ramsey, Orlando 
 
Glenn Todd Williams, Orlando 
 
John Rocco Cafaro, Tampa 
 
Brian R. Lambert, Tampa 
 
Ty G. Thompson, Tampa 
 
Adam Marc Wolfe, Tampa 
 
Kenneth M. Curtin, West Palm Beach 
 
Daniel A. Thomas, West Palm Beach 
 

Criminal Appellate 
Glen P. Gifford, Tallahassee 
 

 
Criminal Trial 
Eduardo A. Brodsky, Bradenton 
 
Val Ellsworth Winter, Key West 
 
Michael D. Weinstein, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Gerard S. Williams, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Katheryn Elizabeth Smith Calvo, Ft. Myers 



 
Howard S. Lidsky, Gainesville 
 
Jeremy Lasnetski, Jacksonville 
 
Jonathan D. Sacks, Jacksonville 
 
Chalon Carroll Young, Orlando 
 
John C. Beroset, Pensacola 
 
David Christopher Hardy, Tampa 
 

 
Elder Law 
Holly M. O’Neill, Boca Raton 
 
Alex Cuello, Miami 
 
Patricia T. Fuller, Orlando 
 
Margaret R. Hoyt, Oviedo 
 
Michael D. Fowler, Port St. Lucie 
 
Kathleen Flammia, Winter Park 
 

 
Health Law 
Troy A. Kishbaugh, Orlando 
 
Chris M. Morrison, Orlando 
 

 
Immigration and Nationality 
Maud Poudat, Arlington, VA 
 
Lourdes Maria Guiribitey, Coral Gables 
 
Carol Ann Bernstein, Miami 
 
Scot A. Silzer, Orlando 
 
Elizabeth Rose Blandon, Weston 
 

 
Intellectual Property Law 
Steven C. Stewart, Alpharetta, GA 
 
David Kenneth Friedland, Coral Gables  
 
Richard Stuart Vermut, Jacksonville 
 
Randi Lisa Karpinia, Lantana 



 
Michael W.O. Holihan, Maitland 
 
Richard Guerra, Miami 
 
Sandra Marie Sovinski, New Smyrna Beach 
 
Anton Hopen, Oldsmar 
 
Ronald E. Smith, Oldsmar 
 
Ferdinand M. Romano, Orlando 
 
David L. Sigalow, Orlando 
 
Lonnie Richard Drayer, Plant City 
 
Eric Robert Pellenbarg, Tampa 
 
 

International Law 
Peter M. Haver, West Palm Beach 
 
Melissa R. Ferrari, Glashuetten, Germany 
 

Labor and Employment Law 
Denise L. Wheeler, Ft. Myers 
 
Mauricio Arcadier, Melbourne 
 
Jennifer Taylor Williams, Miami 
 
Jason Adam Collier, Sarasota 
 
Nikhil Nalin Joshi, Sarasota 
 
Robert L. Kilbride, Stuart 
 
M. Kristen Allman, Tampa 
 
Marital and Family Law 
Sharon Patricia O’Day, Bradenton 
 
Michael B. Gilden, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Jonathan Z. Schiller, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Lawrence C. Datz, Jacksonville 
 
Thomas Leroy Duggar, Tallahassee 
 
Scott Paul Davis, Tampa 
 
Kim Lora Kaszuba, Tampa 
 
Linda I. Braithwaite, Trinity 
 



Amanda Lea Colón, Trinity 
 

 
Real Estate 
Michael H. Merino, Davie 
 
Charles Gregory Mann, Ft. Myers 
 
Laura Lynn Newlin, Lakeland  
 
James Marx, Miami 
 
Leonardo Spitale, Jr., Miami 
 
Meredith E. Level, Orlando 
 
Rania A. Soliman, Orlando 
 
Diana Davis Basta, Palm Harbor 
 
Franchesca Rhodis, Pompano Beach 
 
Thomas Brian Luzier, Sarasota 
 
Juan Carlos Villaveces, Sarasota 
 
Jennifer L. Williamson, Stuart 
 
James McClung DuRant, Jr., Tallahassee 
 
Susan Katherine Frazier, Tampa 
 
Henry West Hicks, Tampa 
 
Mark Herges Dahlmeier, West Palm Beach 
 

 
State and Federal Government and Administrative Practice 
David William Bundy, Orlando 
 
Timothy P. Atkinson, Tallahassee 
 
Donna E. Blanton, Tallahassee 
 
Kenneth Brian Hayman, Tallahassee 
 
Patricia Nelson, Tallahassee 
 
Daniel H. Thompson, Tallahassee 
 

 
Tax Law 
Marc A. Hetzner, Boca Grande 
 
Ryland F. Mahathey, Boca Raton 



 
Alan S. Lederman, Ft. Lauderdale 
 
Christopher R. D’Amico, Orlando 
 
Barbara E. Ruiz-Gonzalez, Miami 
 
Adi Rappoport, West Palm Beach 
 

 
Wills, Trusts and Estates  
Holly M. O’Neill, Boca Raton  
 
Jeffrey S. Goethe, Bradenton 
 
Alex Espenkotter, Coconut Grove 
 
Shannon Powell Valentine, Jacksonville  
 
Curtis B. Cassner, Naples 
 
R. Craig Harrison, Sarasota 
 
Charles Woods Callahan, III, Tampa 
 
Joshua Thomas Keleske, Tampa 
 
Brian Curtis Sparks, Tampa 
 

 
Workers’ Compensation 
Andrew Serano, Orlando 
 


