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Jailed son called dad, got coaching on
testimony in pill mill case
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Tweet

Christopher George is hoping to get his prison term
reduced, provided that federal prosecutors think his
anticipated testimony against two South Florida doctors is
worth a reward. But a recorded call the 32-year-old inmate
made to his father from the Palm Beach County Jail may
have put a kink in his plans.

Christopher ge, 32, y of Wellington is serving
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Despite a message that plays at the start of every jail inmate call warning all parties that they are being
recorded, the two men had a phone conversation that went on for about 15 minutes last week — with
dad John George giving a play-by-play of how another witness testified in court and coaching his son
on what questions might come up and what might sound good on the witness stand.

Christopher George, 32, is serving 17 1/2 years in federal prison after pleading guilty to a racketeering
conspiracy for owning and operating several "pill mill" clinics in Broward and Palm Beach counties.

His release date is scheduled for January 2026 but, like thousands of other prisoners who hope that the
prosecution will ask a judge to shave several years off their prison terms, George agreed to testify
against two of his co-defendants and former employees, doctors Cynthia Cadet and Joseph
Castronuovo.

On the recorded call, George, his father and a woman who accompanied the dad to court last week,
were heard hashing out the details of the first trial witness's testimony and what appeared to be playing
well to the jury and what wasn't working.

"We took a lot of notes .... we took pages of notes," John George, 62, told his son during the call,
explaining that it didn't look good when a witness downplayed any benefit he might receive for his
testimony. "The defense attorneys ... jump on that. They will say, 'How much time to do you expect to
get off."™



Christopher George

After detailing the highlights of the defense's strategy and line of questioning, John George threw in a
critique of attorney Michael D. Weinstein's cross-examination of the witness: "This guy ... really can
slice things up ... He was pretty good."

John George, a well-known builder who appeared with celebrity Ty Pennington in a March 2006 edition
of the ABC TV show "Extreme Makeovers Home Edition" while building a Riviera Beach home for a
family in need, told his son: "We don't want to talk to a whole lot of people about this [testimony]."

The two doctors are on trial in federal court in West Palm Beach, accused of prescribing massive
cocktails of pain and anxiety pills resulting in the overdose deaths of nine patients.

Prosecutors say Cadet, 43, of Parkland, should be held criminally responsible for seven of those deaths
and Joseph Castronuovo, 74, of Key Largo, should be held criminally liable for the other two. The
physicians have pleaded not guilty to the charges.

George and his twin brother, Jeffrey, who both lived in Wellington, opened several medical clinics in
South Florida that prosecutors said made $40 million before they were arrested in 2010. Jeffrey
George is serving 15 1/2 years in federal prison for his role in the crimes but is not expected to testify in
this trial.
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The controversial phone call from George — made on the evening of June 10, the second day of
testimony in the trial — has defense lawyers for the doctors crying foul.

Weinstein and fellow attorney Thomas Sclafani told U.S. District Judge Kenneth Marra that George's
conduct was so bad that he should be barred from testifying in the trial.

Authorities were tipped off that George might be getting the inside scoop on what was going on in the
courtroom when another convicted co-defendant, Ethan Baumhoff, who is also serving prison time for his
role in the alleged conspiracy and was the first witness to testify in the trial, told federal agents that
testimony in the case was being discussed in the jail, where several federal inmates are being held until
they testify.

Prosecutor Lawrence LaVecchio told the judge that the prosecution team had warned all the witnesses in
the case not to discuss their testimony with one another, a standard warning that they issue. "No, we
didn't tell him [Christopher George] not to talk to anybody in the world, not to talk to his father ... if | knew
this day was coming, | would have told him that."

LaVecchio said he thought the defense was exaggerating the effect of the phone call. He told the judge
much of the call dealt with matters that were not very significant, and he suggested a remedy of allowing
the defense lawyers to question George — in front of the jury — about the phone call and his
conversations about his testimony when he takes the witness stand.

But Weinstein said the call had "cut us off at the knees" because it would allow George to tailor his
testimony in advance of being confronted on the witness stand.

Sclafani said he felt the George father and son had engaged in "witness tampering," though the judge
expressed doubt that it went quite that far.
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June 17,2013 | By Paula McMahon, Sun Sentinel

After hearing the initial allegations of misconduct last week, the judge chastized John George and
warned him not to pass along any more information. George, who was in the courtroom gallery for the
early part of last week, hasn't reappeared since.

On Monday, after the judge heard the phone recording for the first time, he said he would consider the

defense's request and the prosecution's suggestion and issue a ruling before Christopher George is
scheduled to testify next week.
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Federal prosecutors in the Southern District of Florida, which stretches from Fort Pierce to Key West,
have recommended sentence reductions of anything from 10 percent to as much as 40 percent for
extraordinary cooperation in recent times, court records show. If prosecutors make such a
recommendation in this case, the decision on the amount of any sentence reduction would lie with the
judge.

The trial is to resume Wednesday after a two-day break because of a juror's illness.
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